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Investigating the Position of Ethnicity in the Curricula of the Upper
Secondary School: Case Study of Bekhradian School in Behbahan

A. Garshasbi, K. Fathi Vajargah(Ph.D),
M. Arefi(Ph.D)

Abstract:  The purpose of this study was to
investigate the position of ethnicity in formal
and hidden curricula of the upper secondary
school in the 2018-19 academic year. The
research method in the first part of the research
included documentary analysis and qualitative
content analysis. Sampling in this section was
targeted and included 6 volumes of books in
the form of more than 960 pages of history &
sociology books in the upper secondary school.
The content analysis unit in this section was
text, images, and textbook activities. In the
second part of the research, the research
method was qualitative and ethnographic. The
sampling was purposeful and the participants
included 30 students (Lor, Persian and Arab)
and 6 teachers. Various tools such as student
journals and informal interviews were used in
collecting research information. Findings of
the research in the first part showed that only
4% of the three parts of the content of the
reviewed books have paid attention to the
desirable components of ethnicity, which
shows that the position of ethnicity in the
content of official curricula of upper secondary
school is not desirable. Also in the second part
of the research in information analysis, various
main themes including ethnicity neglect,
teachers  ‘ignorance, different  teachers'
expectations, ethnicity as a cause of
discrimination and the consequences of ethnic
discrimination appeared. Finally, based on the
findings of this study, it can be acknowledged
that the position of ethnicity in the formal and
hidden curricula of the secondary school was
undesirable.

Keywords: Hidden Curriculum, Multicultural
Education, Ethnicity, Race, Upper Secondary
School
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