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Fig.1. Schematic design of the hypothetical aquifer under study and the boundary conditions applied to the Modflow
model and grididing at the location of the wells.
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Table 1. Number and length of stress periods in Modflow and Modpath models

Stress Periods Stress Periods

Start Length (d) Start Length (d)
0 0.000001 1 4
0.000001 0.000009 5 5
0.00001 0.00009 10 Repeat 5 to 205
0.0001 0.0009 205 160
0.001 0.009 365 205
0.01 0.09 570 160 and 205- back-to-back repeats up to 73,000

0.1 0.9 73000
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Table 2. Parameters applied in the simulation stages: BS (Bedrock Slope), IT (Initial Thickness in drainage boundry),

n (effective porosity), k (hydraulic conductivity), Sy (Specific yield), Re (surface Recharge in the wet period), Q
(well discharge).

Parameter K (m/d) Sy n BS Re (mm) Q(m%d) IT(m)
Initial bas values 10 0.10 0.10 0 320 4000 100
Limits of changes 10-100 | 0.01-0.10 | 0.01-0.10 0-0.010 40-400 1000-10000 10-100
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Fig. 2. How the water level reaches the natural state on the right boundary (divided line in fig.1) of the aquifer. Re
(mm) is recharge in wet periods.
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Fig. 3. Comparison of the results of drawdown cone in the Modflow numerical model and analytical equations.
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Fig. 4. Comparison of CZ calculated from Modflow and Modpath with grubb method. 1y DZ is a one-year Discharge
Zone based on a 1-year Travel Time Line. Only half of the points of the Grubb method are shown.
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Fig. 5. The effect of hydraulic conductivity (K): (a) Normal water level at the end of the wet period. (b) Capture Zone
and Discharge Zone. Travel time lines are for 1 year.
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Fig. 6. The effect of specific yield: (a) Normal water level at the end of the wet period. (b) Capture Zone and
Discharge Zone. Travel time lines are for 1 year.
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Fig. 7. The effect of bedrock slope (BS): (a) Normal water level at the end of the wet period. (b) Capture Zone and
Discharge Zone. Travel time lines are for 1 year.
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Fig. 11. The effects of pumping duration: (a) the expansion mechanism of the capture zone. (b) the expansion
mechanism of discharge zone. Travel time lines are for 1 year.
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Fig. 15. The effect of the ratio of discharge to recharge on the capture zone in the central well of aquifer. It shows the
change of the capture zone of the well in the center of an aquifer whose level has been lowered by means of wells
properly installed throughout the aquifer. The discharge of all the wells was equal to 80 mm of the total recharge of
the aquifer.
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Abstract
In order to protect water wells, it is necessary to analyze the zones of influence, capture,
recharge and discharge zones. Despite much research, this issue still needs further
discussion. The purpose of this research is to analyze the capture and discharge zones of
water wells in alluvial unconfined aquifers. For this purpose, a hypothetical aquifer was
simulated using the Modflow and Modpath models. The accuracy of the numerical model
outputs was confirmed by comparison with the analytical calculations, and then the effect
of the independent parameters of the well and the aquifer was investigated. This research
showed that, contrary to popular belief, changes in hydraulic conductivity, specific yield,
bedrock dip, initial thickness, porosity, and heterogeneity do not cause changes in the
surface extent of the well's capture zone in the unconfined aquifer.This research has shown
that changes in surface recharge, discharge and well location cause many changes in the
surface extent of the well capture zone in unconfined alluvial aquifers. Investigation of the
effect of pumping time in a single well system showed that the size of the capture zone
initially increases, but after a short period, of time, despite the continued expansion of the
drawdown cone, its position stabilises. It was found that the change in all the above
parameters causes a change in the size of the well's discharge zone. The stability of the
above-mentioned areas is very important for the determination of zones for the protection
of the quantity and quality of water wells! It has been found that the relative stability of the
water level in the aquifer at an appropriate level is necessary, and this requires the
management of the aquifer and the allocation of a limited percentage of the aquifer

recharge to discharge through wells.
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Introduction
Many analytical studies have been carried out to study the capture zone of water wells, and for
this purpose relationships have been extracted that are mostly used in the case of single well
systems (Muskat, 1934, 1937; Bear and Jacob 1965; Javandel and Tsang, 1986; Shafer, 1987;
McElwee, 1991; Grubb, 1993; Yang et al., 1995; Yang et al., 1995; Shan, 1999). In recent
years, several semi-analytical methods have been proposed to estimate the capture zone in
single-well and multi-well systems, despite different boundary conditions, and numerous
computer codes have been provided in this field (Mahdavi, 2019; Nagheli et al., 2020). The
above mentioned analytical and semi-analytical methods mainly represent the well capture zone
in steady flow and homogeneous aquifers, and they require coding and iterative solution
methods to draw the capture zone. Since the groundwater system in alluvial unconfined aquifers
is transient and faces many boundary conditions, the use of solution methods based on
numerical models is necessary and unavoidable (McDonald and Harbaugh, 1988; Langevin,
2017; Pollock, 1989; Pollock, 2016; Rodriguez-Pretelin et al., 2022; Khalilabad, 2022;
Ayinippully Nalarajan, 2021 ; Liu, 2019; Goodarzi, 2019). The purpose of this research is to
study the effect of independent parameters of the well and the aquifer on the capture zone (C2),
discharge zone (DZ) and finally the protection zone of water wells in alluvial unconfined
aquifers; because the issue has not been comprehensively addressed from this point of view, and

it still needs more research.

Materials and Methods

The aquifer considered in this study is an unconfined alluvial aquifer located between a dividing
line and a river, and a well is designed in its center (Fig. 1a). The Modflow model was used to
simulate the flow, and the grid at the location of the wells was made in the form shown in
Fig.1b. In order to obtain the normal water level of the aquifer for each amount of recharge, the
aquifer was simulated with appropriate stress periods for a long time. To simulate the tracking
of the particles, the Modpath model was used to extract the capture zone and the discharge zone.
To ensure the correct performance of the numerical model, its outputs were compared with
analytical equations. To study the effect of each well and aquifer parameter, the value of that

parameter was changed up to 10 times.
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Fig.1. Schematic design of the hypothetical aquifer under study and the boundary conditions applied to the Modflow

Results and Discussion

In order to study the effects of wells and aquifers on the capture zone and discharge zone in the
unconfined alluvial aquifer, the normal water level was extracted for each value of each
parameter. To extract the normal water level of the aquifer for each value of its parameters, the
simulation of the flow without the presence of the well has been continued until the water level
in the aquifer has reached equilibrium and the amount of rise and fall in the wet and dry periods
is equal. Then, the water level at the end of the wet period is stored and used as the initial water
level in the simulation of the well. After extracting the normal water level, the changes in water
level (H), saturation thickness (b), hydraulic gradient (I), transmissivity (T), etc. are first
described, and then the well is simulated in the aquifer for 100 years. Finally, after simulating
the well, the changes in the capture zone and discharge zone are explained.

The well simulation was done by keeping the basic characteristics in the aquifer constant and
gradually changing K and using the corresponding normal water level in each K. After
simulating the flow with the Modflow model by selecting the appropriate number of particles in
the well and in the aquifer blocks upstream of the well and then running the Modpath model, the
location of the capture zone was determined. By running the backward form on the particles in
the well for a period of time, the travel time line for that period was drawn around the well, with
the volume inside representing the discharge zone. A significant point in the analysis of the
effects of K in alluvial unconfined aquifers is that the area of CZ remains constant with the
change of K. To justify such a situation, it can be said that in the unconfined aquifer, b and I are
not independent and depend on K. Therefore, it seems that despite the change of K, the product
value of these three parameters is always the same value. In the case of DZ, its surface area has
increased with increasing K. The reason for this situation is the decrease of b at large values of
K (Fig 2). By examining the effect of other parameters such as specific yield, bedrock dip,
initial thickness at the drainage boundary, and heterogeneity, it was found that their effect on the

capture zone is similar to the effect of hydraulic conductivity and that changing them does not
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change the capture zone. By examining the effect of other parameters such as surface recharge,
well discharge, and well position relative to the drainage boundary, it was found that their effect
on the capture zone is opposite to the effect of hydraulic conductivity, and their change causes a

change in the capture zone (Fig3).
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Fig.2. The effect of K on CZ and DZ. Fig. 3. The effect of Re on CZ and DZ.
Conclusions

Despite the numerous researches that have been done on the capture zone, this issue is still a
matter of discussion. The purpose of this research is to analyze the capture zone and discharge
zone in an unconfined alluvial aquifer. Modflow and Modpath models were used for simulation
and the effect of independent well and aquifer parameters was investigated. The results showed
that the change of hydraulic conductivity, porosity, specific yield, bedrock dip, initial thickness
and heterogeneity did not cause any change in the area of the capture zone, but the change of
surface recharge, well discharge and well position caused large changes in the area of the
capture zone. On the other hand, with the change of all the mentioned parameters, the discharge
zone changed. It was found that any increase in discharge or decrease in recharge causes a
drawdown in the natural water level and a sharp increase in the size of the capture and discharge
zones. This shows that the areas defined for these zones always have a high degree of
uncertainty and that the degree of certainty of these areas depends mainly on maintaining the
balance between recharge and discharge and on the relative stability of the water level created in

the aquifer.
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