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Fig. 1. The conceptual model, boundary conditions and gridding in modflow are used to simulate a well
in the center of the aquifer.
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Fig.2. Comparison of modflow results and analytical methods for aquifer in Fig. 1.
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Abstract

The zone of influence of the well is the area where the activity of the well changes the water

level. The zone of influence is important in determining the protection zones; however, in this

regard, reliable relationships have not yet been presented and their lack of relationship has not

been confirmed; and this is due to the lack of accurate knowledge of the zone of influence in

some aquifers. This study was carried out using the MODFLOW model to know the effect of

aquifer physical parameters on the drawdown cone in an unconfined alluvial aquifer with a

sloping water surface; and since no such research has been reported so far, the results are

innovative. The results showed that although it is possible to ignore the effect of a well in parts

of the aquifer due to measurement and presentation limitations, in practice the influence zone of

each well will extend to the outer physical boundaries. It was found that two types of real and

theoretical drawdown cones can be discussed in the influence zone and each should be analyzed

separately. It was found that parameters such as hydraulic conductivity, saturation thickness,

transmissivity, horizontal anisotropy, bed slope, and amount of recharge in sloping unconfined

aquifers have a dual effect on the drawdown cone, and if their high values decrease the drawdown

in short distances, they increase the drawdown in long distances. It was found that normal

heterogeneity does not change much on the drawdown cone, and the reason is the opposite effects

of hydraulic conductivity and specific yield on the drawdown value. It was found that hydraulic

conductivity, horizontal anisotropy and specific yield have a strong effect, but vertical anisotropy

and heterogeneity have a negligible effect on the drawdown cone.

Keywords: Influence zone, Influence radius, Drawdown cone, Water well, Protection zone,

MODFLOW.

Introduction

The zone of influence of the well in the groundwater is a three-dimensional area around the well,
where the activity of the well changes the level and speed of water movement in it. The drawdown
cone is the relatively conical shape of the water level around the well, which can be represented by
iso-level curves in the real state and iso-level drawdown curves in the theoretical state. The radius of
influence is the radial distance of the well from the closed curve around the well resulting from the
horizontal section of the theoretical drawdown cone for a standard time and standard drawdown. After
Darcy's relations, various people have formulated the groundwater flow and especially the movement
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towards the well in steady and transient conditions and presented analytical and semi-analytical
relations to estimate the water level drawdown around the well (Dupuit 1863; Thiem 1906; Theis
1935; Neuman 1974; Moench 1997; Darcy 1856). In addition, with the development of numerical
methods for solving water flow equations, several groundwater flow simulation models have been
presented that are capable of simulating the well and estimating the amount of water level drawdown
around it (McDonald and Harbaugh 1984). Previous research has mainly been conducted in aquifers
where the water level in the aquifer is considered to be parallel to the bed surface and both levels are
assumed to be horizontal. The water level in real unconfined aquifers is a function of other
characteristics of the aquifer and is a dependent variable, and in this study the effect of the
independent parameters of the aquifer on the well drawdown cone in such an aquifer has been studied
using the numerical mathematical model MODFLOW. The results of this research can be an effective
help to know more about the fall cone and the radius of influence, and a more accurate understanding
of the effect of the well on the aquifer can be used in the management of the aquifer in terms of proper
spacing of water wells and their quantitative and qualitative protection.

Materials and Methods

In this study, an irregular grid was used in the MODFLOW program to simulate a well in an unconfined
alluvial aquifer with a sloping water level and to investigate the effect of influencing factors on the
cone of depression and the radius of influence. The aquifer under investigation has a size of 30 km *
30 km and is located between a water divide and a river. The saturation thickness under the river is
100 meters, the specific yield is 0.1, the specific storage is 0.00001, the hydraulic conductivity is 10
meters per day, and the surface recharge is 80 millimeters per year. A well with a flow rate of 4000
cubic meters per day was pumped in the center of the aquifer, and the effect of the parameters of the
aquifer was extracted after one year of pumping (Fig. 1).

Results and Discussion
There are actually two types of drawdown cones in the well. One is the indicator of the drawdown of
the water level around the well compared to the initial level, which is theoretical and not visible, and
is represented by drawdown curves. The other is the level of the water after the activity of the well,
which is real and visible, and is represented by iso-level curves (Fig. 4). Transmissivity is the product
of hydraulic conductivity and saturation thickness in the aquifer. Increasing the hydraulic
conductivity causes the saturation thickness to decrease, but in general, as the hydraulic conductivity
increases, the transmissivity value increases. Increasing the transmissivity at different distances from
the well will have different effects, so that increasing the transmissivity at close distances will
decrease the loss, and increasing the transmissivity at far distances will increase the loss (Fig. 5).
Anisotropy is related to changes in hydraulic conductivity in the x,y,z directions. Changing any of
these parameters changes the transmissivity. With horizontal anisotropy, as the hydraulic conductivity
decreases in the y-direction, the cone of depression becomes slightly wider in the x-direction, but
much more compressed in the y-direction (Fig. 6). Vertical anisotropy in the aquifer is more common
than horizontal anisotropy, but its effect on the cone of depression is insignificant if the well is fully
penetrated (Fig. 7). The storage capacity in an unconfined aquifer is the sum of the specific yield and
the storage coefficient, and the storage coefficient itself is the product of the specific storage in the
saturation thickness. As the storage capacity increases, the amount of drawdown decreases throughout


http://dx.doi.org/10.22034/JEG.2023.17.3.1019242
https://c4i2016.khu.ac.ir/jeg/article-1-3098-fa.html

[ Downloaded from ¢4i2016.khu.ac.ir on 2026-05-22 ]

[ DOI: 10.22034/JEG.2023.17.3.1019242 ]

Journal of Engineering Geology, Vol. 17, No. 3, Autumn 2023 320

the area of influence (Fig. 8). Heterogeneity mainly has a specific direction and is not random, such
that transmissivity and storativity are both high on the upstream side and both decrease on the
downstream side, and their opposite effect prevents the large expansion or high compression of the
drawdown cone (Fig. 9). By increasing the bed slope in the unconfined aquifer, the saturation
thickness decreases and the transmissivity decreases. Therefore, its effect is the same as the effect of
transmissivity (Fig. 10). With the increase of recharge in the unconfined aquifer, the normal water
level, saturation thickness and transmissivity increase, and its effect is the same as the effect of
transmissivity (Fig. 11).

Conclusion

The zone of influence of any water well is the area around it where the activity of the well changes
the level and speed of water movement in it and it is introduced with two characteristics, one is the
drawdown cone and the other is the radius of influence. The purpose of this research is to study the
drawdown cone in conditions other than the assumptions made in the analytical relationships and to
investigate the effect of the physical parameters of the aquifer on it in an unconfined alluvial aquifer
with a sloping water surface. Investigation of this issue is important because issues related to well
protection require comprehensive knowledge of the zone of influence, but such a study has not been
reported in an unconfined aquifer with a sloping water level. This study was conducted for the desired
aquifer using the MODFLOW numerical mathematical model and it was possible to compare the
results of the MODFLOW numerical model with the results of the Moench, Neuman, and Theis
analytical models. By introducing and separating the real and theoretical drawdown cones, the role
of drawdown curves and isolevel curves in describing the effect of the well on the aquifer has been
determined, and by analyzing the theoretical drawdown cone in different coordinate systems, the
changes of drawdown in far and near distances from the well are well represented. The results showed
that with the continuation of pumping, the amount of drawdown continues to increase and after a very
long period of several years, it reaches a stable state. Therefore, the numerical indication of the radius
of influence without the parameters of time and drawdown is invalid and the radius of influence
should not be considered as a parameter of the well. The results showed that parameters such as
hydraulic conductivity, saturation thickness, transmissivity, horizontal anisotropy, bed slope, and
recharge in sloping unconfined aquifers have two types of effect on the drawdown cone, if their height
reduces the drawdown in short distances, it increases the drawdown in long distances. The results
showed that normal heterogeneity does not change much on the drawdown cone, and the reason is
the opposite effects of hydraulic conductivity and specific yield on the drawdown value. The results
confirm that hydraulic conductivity, horizontal anisotropy and specific yield have a strong effect, but
vertical anisotropy and heterogeneity have a negligible effect on the drawdown cone.
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