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The development of sustainable entrepreneurship plays a critical role in
promoting human well-being and environmental preservation. To achieve
this objective, it is essential to understand the factors affecting the
emergence of entrepreneurial opportunities in different regions.
Therefore, this study aims to explore these factors through a descriptive-
analytical survey, with data collected from documentary research and field
surveys. The number of experts was 52 who were purposefully sampled
using the snowball method. The study employed four indicators and 28
items, which were measured using the Likert scale. A sample of 439
individuals, consisting of 387 villagers and 52 experts, participated in the
study. The selection of the 387 villagers was determined using Cochran's
formula from a statistical population of 215,104 people. Descriptive
statistics, such as mean and standard deviation, as well as inferential
statistics, including one-sample t-test and one-way analysis of variance,
were used to analyze the data. The results of the one-sample t-test revealed
that all indicators examined in the study were statistically significant at a
confidence level above 95%. These findings suggest that the villagers'
perception of these indicators is positive, given that the observed mean
value (3.1) is assumed to be positive. Furthermore, the evaluation
statistics, such as the multiple determination coefficient and adjusted
coefficient of determination, indicated that the transcendental model
provides a better understanding of the factors influencing entrepreneurial
opportunities and the key areas of entrepreneurship. The analysis of the
transcendental model demonstrated that government subsidies,
investment and facilities, product insurance, and education are the most
influential factors in the formation of entrepreneurial opportunities.
Additionally, the most important sectors for creating and developing
entrepreneurship were found to be handicrafts, home-based jobs, oil and
gas, medicinal plants, and date production. Overall, the results highlight
the region's significant potential for natural, economic, and industrial
entrepreneurship, emphasizing the necessity for the government to
prioritize investment in entrepreneurship.
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Introduction

Behbahan city is located in the southeast of Khuzestan province. Due to its special and
suitable climatic conditions, the existence of Maroon and Khairabad rivers, fertile soil, and
various energy sources, it has provided favorable facilities for expanding entrepreneurial
opportunities. This city also has great potential due to its strategic location between the three
provinces of Bushehr, Kohgloyeh, Boyer-Ahmad, and Khuzestan, as well as its proximity to
Fars province. However, the situation of entrepreneurship in the villages of the study area is
insignificant. In the villages of this city, there are 6,370 people (18% of the total rural
population) with higher education who are unemployed. It is also necessary to pay attention
to the fact that the general pattern of rural entrepreneurship in the region is mainly external.
Most of the benefits are not attracted to rural areas, but rather directed to investors who are
mainly from outside the city and province. Based on the above, the first step in designing an
efficient and sustainable entrepreneurship model is to create employment and sustainable
income for residents. This will also help protect the environment of this city. It is important
to identify the factors affecting the formation of entrepreneurial opportunities and to identify
opportunities for entrepreneurship. These insights will be useful for further studies in rural
entrepreneurship and development programs to improve the sustainable development of rural
areas in the region.

Material and Methods

In this research, a field survey was conducted, followed by statistical analysis based on a
random approach, which served as the overarching framework for the research methodology.
The sample population comprised entrepreneurs in the region who had initiated new
businesses, as well as managers in the region, such as the head of the agricultural jihad, the
district governor, the mayor, the head of the bank, and the council. Additionally, villagers
who resided in the region and were directly involved in issues and challenges related to
unemployment and the presence of opportunities in the area were included in the statistical
sample. Snowball sampling was employed to identify and select individuals who possessed
comprehensive and extensive information on the subject matter. During interviews,
participants were requested to recommend other individuals whom they recognized as
entrepreneurs and suitable for further interviews. The statistical population encompassed

families, entrepreneurs, and managers from 32 villages in Behbahan city, specifically from
the central areas of Zidoon and Tashan. The sample population, determined using Cochran's
formula, consisted of 439 individuals. Snowball sampling was once again utilized to reach
individuals who possessed profound knowledge about the subject matter. Descriptive

statistics, such as mean and standard deviation, along with inferential statistics, such as one-
sample t-test and one-way analysis of variance, were employed to analyze the data. In
addition, translog and transcendental production functions were utilized. The results of the
one-sample t-test were found to be statistically significant for all examined indicators at a


http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/jgs.24.75.7
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.22287736.1300.0.0.219.2
https://c4i2016.khu.ac.ir/jgs/article-1-3930-fa.html

[ Downloaded from c4i2016.khu.ac.ir on 2024-04-24 |

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.22287736.1300.0.0.219.2 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/jgs.24.75.7 ]

Kharazmi University

GeographicaliSciences) i .

Print ISSN: 2228-7736 Online ISSN: 2588-5138 % 'f,_g
https://jgs.khu.ac.iv/

[@] Journallof/AppliedResearcheslin A

confidence level exceeding 95%. Given that the observed mean difference was assumed to
be positive (3.1), it can be statistically concluded that the villagers under study held a
favorable opinion regarding these indicators. Furthermore, based on the evaluation statistics
of the multiple determination coefficient and adjusted coefficient of determination, it was
determined that the transcendental model provided a more accurate assessment of the factors
explaining entrepreneurial opportunities and significant areas for entrepreneurship.

Results and Discussion

The analysis of the transcendental model yielded results indicating that government
subsidies, government investment, government facilities, product insurance, and education,
among the relevant indicators and items, have coefficients of determination of 0.97, 0.97,
0.96, 0.96, and 0.72, respectively. These factors exert the most significant influence on the
formation of entrepreneurial opportunities in Behbahan city. Specifically, handicrafts, home
businesses, oil and gas, medicinal plants, and dates emerge as the key areas for
entrepreneurship creation and development. Spatial analysis demonstrates that handicrafts
and home occupations exhibit the highest distribution across the county, with the potential
for establishing such businesses in nearly all villages and districts. Villages such as
Dodangeh Bozor, Kurdistan Kochak, Saif Elah, Islamabad Alia, and Mahmood Abad present
promising entrepreneurial opportunities in the field of medicinal plants. Similarly, the
northwest and south of the county offer favorable conditions for the development of
businesses related to gas and oil. Entrepreneurship prospects related to dates are scattered
throughout the central and Tshan district.

Conclusion

The research findings indicate that the villagers' lack of familiarity with entrepreneurship is
influenced by several factors. These factors include the unique circumstances found in rural
environments such as geographical isolation, deprivation, limited opportunities and
resources, basic services, and the need for infrastructure and communication. Previous
studies on the impact of geographical isolation have identified deprivation as a significant
obstacle to the emergence of entrepreneurial opportunities in rural areas. Furthermore, within
the framework of the systemic process model of entrepreneurship, it can be argued that the
rural areas of Behbahan County lack the essential environmental conditions and individual
capabilities necessary for entrepreneurial development. Consequently, education and
empowerment are of utmost importance in this region. In addition, the training of talented
villagers with diverse entrepreneurial skills is crucial in achieving this objective. While in
the past, entrepreneurship in rural areas could be pursued without formal education, relying
solely on the indigenous knowledge available in these areas, this approach is no longer
effective due to the decline of such knowledge and the changing nature of entrepreneurship.
Therefore, the need for entrepreneurship-related training and skills development is
inevitable. Consequently, creating a supportive social, cultural, and economic environment
in rural areas by providing facilities and improving villagers' access to various services such
as insurance and government subsidies can significantly contribute to the development of
entrepreneurship. In order to strengthen entrepreneurship in these rural areas, it is essential
to make government investments and encourage non-rural entrepreneurs, taking into account
the opportunities and specific contexts related to entrepreneurship in these areas. This
strategy is suitable for short-term implementation and can be highly effective in promoting
rural entrepreneurship.

Keywords: Behbahan villages, entrepreneurial opportunities,Rural areas, Translog
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