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The main impact of rapid urbanization is the breakdown of the service
distribution system and the failure of the urban service system. With the growing
importance of service activities in urban areas, the necessity for advancement in
urban planning has arisen. Specifically, service centers and accessibility to these
centers are among the crucial factors to be considered. Adopting the creative city
approach is also a strategic way to effectively utilize service spaces within the
city. The issue of how to distribute service centers and how to access the services
they provide has become increasingly important. The application of the creative
city approach can also be seen as a strategy for the appropriate utilization of
service land in the city. This research aims to investigate the distribution of sports
facilities in the city of Sari using the creative city approach, with the goal of
enhancing the utilization of sports spaces by the citizens of Sari. Given the
purpose and components of the research, the research design is applied, and the
research method used is descriptive-analytical, in line with the nature of the
work. The research specifically focuses on the distribution of sports facilities in
Sari from the perspective of the creative city strategy. The data for the research
were collected through library and documentary research, interviews, field
observations, and a researcher-developed questionnaire. The questionnaire was
distributed to 400 users of sports facilities in the neighborhoods of Sari, and
consisted of 31 items across 6 dimensions. The collected data was analyzed using
statistical software such as SPSS and PLS. The findings indicate a positive and
significant relationship between the distribution of sports facilities in Sari and
the dimensions of social, sports, cultural, physical, communication, and
entrepreneurial aspects. Additionally, a positive and significant relationship was
found between each dimension and its respective criteria, with a GOF index of
0.611. Based on these findings, it is recommended that urban managers
incorporate the opinions and suggestions of citizens in the development of sports
plans. Furthermore, the use of art and the preservation and revitalization of
ancient sports cultures should be considered to foster creativity in Sari.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The research explains the importance of sports land use in a creative city as a long-term
result of social change processes rather than temporary ones. The issue is significant because
as people's interest in sports grows and the number of sports enthusiasts increases, officials
should respond by providing more sports facilities. This approach demonstrates that
developing sports spaces and creating suitable opportunities for sports activities can improve
the level of physical activity and health of citizens and contribute to innovative and dynamic
urban development, which are essential aspects of a creative city. Currently, there is a great
emphasis on examining land use distribution and equitable allocation, particularly regarding
sports land use, in the city. The goals of a creative city, characterized by creativity,
innovation, and prosperity, require careful cultural planning and optimal management of land
use. Since Sari has recently become a metropolis, it needs to reassess its existing structure
and utilize its current capacities to become a creative city. One of the most significant issues
related to sports land use in Sari is the accessibility of residents to sports services. The
inappropriate distribution of sports spaces and the lack of attention to accessibility have
created problems. Proper physical-functional planning is crucial to provide the necessary
sports spaces for citizens. The proposed per capita requirement for sports spaces in Iran is
generally set at 2 to 4 square meters, indicating a high demand for these spaces among
citizens. The improper distribution and lack of attention to accessibility have resulted in
issues. On one hand, there is a growing debate about the importance of accessibility to urban
services, particularly sports facilities, for residents. On the other hand, considering the
increasing interest in sports, the growing number of sports enthusiasts, and the development
of sports infrastructure, authorities are required to address these issues. Proper planning for
the spatial distribution of sports facilities throughout the city, with a focus on creativity and
the criteria of a creative city, can contribute to improving the quality of life for citizens and
enhancing the city's functional efficiency. Sports facilities have been recognized as essential
urban services, and their importance for the health and well-being of individuals in society
has been emphasized. Therefore, special attention needs to be paid to the pattern of expansion
and accessibility of sports facilities, especially in terms of communication networks.

Material and Methods

Given the research objective and variables under examination, the research is classified as
applied in nature, with a descriptive-analytical research method being employed. This choice
is made due to the inherent characteristics of the study. Based on this approach, the research
specifically focuses on investigating the spatial distribution of sports facilities in Sari city,
with particular attention being given to the perspective of the creative city strategy. In order
to gather relevant data, the research incorporates a variety of methods, including the
collection of library and documentary data, conducting interviews, making field
observations, and employing a researcher-created questionnaire. The questionnaire consists
of 31 items, organized into 6 dimensions, and has been deliberately distributed to 400
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individuals who are users of sports facilities and reside in different neighborhoods within
Sari city. The data collected through these means are then analyzed using statistical software,
such as SPSS and Smart PLS (3).

Results and Discussion

The findings demonstrate a notable correlation between the allocation of sports land use
within Sari city and the various dimensions of the creative city strategy, encompassing
cultural, entrepreneurial, social, communicative, sports, and physical aspects. Notably, the
cultural and social dimensions exhibit the most pronounced influence on the distribution of
sports land use. Moreover, the diverse social dimensions, comprising participation,
cooperation and collaboration, as well as social organizations, exert a positive effect on the
allocation of sports land use. The overall research model exhibits a suitable fit, with the
model structure aligning well with the data.

Conclusion

Based on the findings of this research study, there is a direct correlation between the
distribution of sports facilities in Sari city and the city's level of creativity across cultural,
entrepreneurial, social, communicative, sports, and physical dimensions. The cultural and
social dimensions, in particular, have a substantial impact on the allocation of sports land.
This suggests that cultural activities and social interactions play a critical role in the
development and equitable distribution of sports spaces within Sari city. Various social
dimensions, such as participation, cooperation, collaboration, and engagement with social
organizations, also positively influence the distribution of sports land. This demonstrates that
citizen involvement and collaborative efforts in the planning and development of sports
facilities contribute to a fairer and more efficient allocation of these spaces throughout the
city. The research results indicate that the research model employed is appropriate and
accurately reflects the data collected. This implies that the model presented in this study
effectively explains the distribution of sports land in Sari city within the framework of the
creative city strategy. The findings underscore the significance of considering different
dimensions of the creative city, particularly the cultural and social aspects, in order to
enhance the distribution of sports facilities in Sari city. Consequently, citizen participation
and cooperation in the planning and development of sports spaces play a crucial role in
achieving this goal. Therefore, it is recommended that city management prioritize the various
dimensions of the creative city, with a specific focus on the cultural and social aspects, during
the planning and development stages of sports facilities. Moreover, opportunities for citizen
participation and cooperation should be actively encouraged, and the potential of social
organizations should be leveraged to improve the distribution of sports land.

Keywords: distribution of land uses, creative city, Sari city, Sports facilities.
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