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The rapid and ongoing trend of metropolises transitioning into global
cities and world cities is influenced by the increasing political,
economic, cultural, and scientific dimensions of the urban political
geography. Cities, as dynamic entities, evolve from new cities to
mother cities, metropolises, global cities, and ultimately world cities.
In this competitive environment, metropolises strive to enhance their
level of competitiveness vis-a-vis their counterparts. In this study, the
researcher compares the performance of Tehran and Istanbul, two
metropolises in the Islamic world, based on the criteria and functions
of world cities. The researcher employs an index developed by
political geography scholars who specialize in studying world cities.
The objective is to determine the ranking of these cities among world
cities. To accomplish this, relevant maps have been prepared using
ArcMap software, and numerical indicators and criteria have been
analyzed in a descriptive-analytical manner. The analysis reveals that
Istanbul outperforms Tehran in most indicators and occupies a strong
position in the network society and flow space of global cities. This
can be attributed to factors such as geopolitical location, an open
economic environment, and other indicators. The results of this
comparative study can guide city administrators in designing a more
suitable future landscape for these cities, ultimately leading to
achieving global city status.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Several decades have passed since the inception of the concepts of global cities and world
cities. However, these concepts have yet to fully manifest in the metropolises of the Islamic
world. Metropolises function as global cities and serve as central hubs for international
economic exchanges and advancements. Conversely, the countries within the Islamic world,
encompassing approximately a quarter of the world's population, possess the potential to
play a pivotal role in the process of globalization. This substantial population, through its
roles in both the production and consumption of economic goods, as well as its impact on
corporations, banks, monetary systems, and financial centers, holds the power to transform
a metropolis into a global city. Geographically, the Islamic world spans from East and
Southeast Asia to Eastern Europe and the African continent, covering more than half the
planet. From Jakarta and Kuala Lumpur in Indonesia and Malaysia in East Asia to Tehran in
Iran, Istanbul in Turkey in Eastern Europe, Dubai in the UAE, Cairo in Egypt and North
Africa, and Karachi in Pakistan, all can be regarded as world cities within the Islamic world.
This study, however, focuses solely on the examination of two cities: Tehran and Istanbul.

Material and Methods

The data collection for this research is conducted following documentary studies and the
utilization of resources obtained from libraries and Internet sites. This research employs an
exploratory and descriptive-analytical approach to compare two cities: Tehran and Istanbul.
These cities are selected from the Islamic world, with a specific focus on the geographical
regions of Western Asia and Eastern Europe. It is worth emphasizing that this type of
research is oriented towards development and application, with the aim of supporting city
leaders in their endeavors to enhance and internationalize their respective cities.

Results and Discussion

Among the 57 Islamic countries, the majority of which are developing or underdeveloped,
only a small number of cities have managed to achieve global city status or are on the path
to globalization. Jakarta stands out as a leading city, with Istanbul and Kuala Lumpur also
making strides to catch up. However, there is still considerable disagreement regarding the
defining characteristics of global cities. Various thinkers have offered their perspectives on
the matter, and this study aims to summarize the opinions of experts in the field, focusing
specifically on the functional components of two metropolises in the Islamic world: Tehran
and Istanbul Among these components, the presence of institutions, companies, banks, and

offices of regional and international organizations in the economic, intelligence, political,
and social realms is considered one of the most significant features of a global city.
Additionally, factors such as passenger volume and internet penetration also contribute to a
city's global city status .In a prominent ranking of world cities, Istanbul is classified as a

Gamma city with a score of 4, while Tehran is considered a city with minimal indications of
a global city structure, earning a score of 1. Despite its political and international significance
relative to other cities in the Islamic world, Tehran faces competition from cities like Jakarta,
Istanbul, Kuala Lumpur, Dubai, Cairo, Abu Dhabi, Almaty, and Tashkent in order to achieve
a substantial ranking. This competition encompasses aspects such as the number of foreign
companies, banks, insurance firms, offices of regional and international political and


http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/jgs.24.75.16
https://c4i2016.khu.ac.ir/jgs/article-1-4023-en.html

[ Downloaded from c4i2016.khu.ac.ir on 2026-05-31 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/jgs.24.75.16 ]

GeographicallSciences)

Print ISSN: 2228-7736 Online ISSN: 2588-5138
https://jgs.khu.ac.iv/

[@] Journallof/Applied|Researches|in

economic organizations, foreign investment, trade volume (both exports and imports), and
the promotion of value-added gas exports. Tehran's status as a market with high consumption
of low-quality foreign goods hampers its progress towards becoming a global city .Despite
lacking a coastal and port position, Tehran holds a strategic location at the crossroads of the
North-South corridor from the port of Helsinki to the port of Mumbai and the east-west Silk
Road. This location could be maximized to its fullest potential; however, weak economic
policies have impeded its progress. Istanbul and Dubai, on the other hand, have made greater
strides in developing their airlines compared to other cities in the Islamic world. Istanbul
also enjoys a unique position in terms of communications and internet connectivity, an area
where Tehran could make further efforts to catch up. Becoming a global city necessitates a

robust management structure and a sound and transparent organized political economy.
Tehran should prioritize improving these aspects in order to gain entry to the realm of global
cities and establish a favorable presence in this field.

Conclusion

One of the factors contributing to the disparities in the characteristics of Islamic and non-
Islamic cities within the framework of globalization is primarily attributed to the divergent
cultural tendencies associated with these two modes of thinking. The unrestricted economic,
political, and cultural trajectories of non-Islamic cities are incomparable to the cultural and
ideological limitations prevalent in the urban centers of the Islamic world, owing to the
fundamentally distinct origins of these two modes of thinking. Moreover, Islamic countries
exhibit contrasting perspectives towards cities, their ideals, and values. Undoubtedly,
Turkey's underlying attitudes differ from those of the Islamic Republic of Iran. A nation such
as Iran, which adheres to an anti-arrogance ideology, cannot aspire to compete with global
cities unless it possesses robust economic foundations. Tehran, as a metropolis, represents
one such city that is subjected to international sanctions and is acknowledged as one of the
most resilient urban centers. Despite its potential to emerge as a global city, the present
circumstances necessitate substantial efforts across various dimensions to attain this
objective.

Keywords: Global Cities, Globalization, Islamic World, Tehran, Istanbul.
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