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The aim of this study is to present an academic model of religious
tourism based on the art of taziyeh in Kashan. The study utilizes
structural equation modeling and a mixed exploratory approach. The
qualitative part of the study employs the phenomenological method,
while the quantitative part uses the descriptive method and correlation
based on structural equations. The statistical population for the
qualitative part consists of professors and experts in tourism and
condolence in Kashan. This population is obtained through 15
saturated interviews. To evaluate the validity of the qualitative data,
structural, external, descriptive, and interpretive validity are
employed. The reliability of the data is evaluated using three
approaches: Rao and Perry. The results of the qualitative research
identify 11 dimensions, including economic, strategic, development,
research, organizational, technical, content, environmental, and
advertising. Once the components are extracted, the quantitative part
of the research is conducted. Factor and content validity are used to
evaluate the validity, while Cronbach's alpha is used to assess the
reliability of the questionnaire, which demonstrates sufficient
reliability. The data obtained from the questionnaires are analyzed
using descriptive and inferential statistics, including structural
equations, with the aid of SPSS 22, LISREL 18.9, and Warp PLS 5
software. The findings indicate that the economic dimension has the
greatest impact (impact factor of 0.86), followed by the cultural
dimension (0.79) and the strategic dimension (0.78).
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Introduction

Religious tourism serves as a significant catalyst for cultural exchange among societies.
Culturally inclined tourists who seek to expand their knowledge and enrich their lives
actively engage in studying and observing the cultures, customs, and traditions of different
nations. In the context of Iranian religious tourism, one ritualistic and religious ceremony
that holds great importance is the art of Ta'ziyeh. This art form showcases the richness of
Iranian cultural heritage from cultural, civilizational, and political perspectives. Ta'ziyeh,
being a symbolic and indigenous form of art, not only contributes to the growth of religious
tourism but also brings about economic and employment benefits. The existence of a
religious tourism pattern centered around the art of Ta'ziyeh can play a pivotal role in its
prosperity. However, the development of a systematic and effective pattern requires
conducting applied studies on the components and dimensions that influence its design.
Therefore, the main research question of this study is: What pattern can be proposed for
religious tourism based on the art of Ta'ziyeh in Kashan? In the qualitative section of the
research, the study aims to identify the components that define the dimensions of the model.
In the quantitative section of the research, the study aims to determine which dimensions
have the highest impact.

Material and Methods

In this study, both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed. In the
qualitative section, a phenomenological approach was utilized to gather data. Semi-
structured in-depth interviews were conducted with various individuals, including tourism
managers, tourism and ritual arts professors, and Ta'ziyeh experts. Snowball sampling was
employed to identify participants for this section. The analysis of qualitative data was based
on a phenomenological approach using the Claiszian model. To ensure external validity, the
opinions obtained from the interviews were repeated nearly 100 times in 12 interviews.
Content validity was ensured by using the LaVoshe method, and Kendall's coefficient of
concordance was utilized to examine the degree of agreement among experts. A panel of 15
experts was consulted for item scaling. In the quantitative section, the statistical population

of the research included all tourism and ritual arts professors, Ta'ziyeh performers, tour
guides, tourism managers, and cultural heritage managers, totaling 480 individuals. The
sample size in this research was estimated to be 214 using the Morgan and Jercey table. The
first part of the research consisted of a demographic information questionnaire, while the
second part included specialized questions corresponding to the variables. This part
comprised 70 questions and 11 design components, which were subjected to confirmatory
and exploratory factor analysis.
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Results and Discussion

The findings of the data analysis reveal the interrelationships among variables, illustrating
the extent to which each dimension impacts the others. Specifically, the strategic dimension
demonstrates a significant impact of 78%, followed by the developmental dimension at 57%,
the cultural dimension at 79%, the environmental dimension at 62%, the legal dimension at
72%, the economic dimension at 86%, the advertising dimension at 51%, the research
dimension at 77%, the organizational dimension at 71%, the content dimension at 56%, and
finally, the technical dimension at 75%. Moreover, the model results suggest that the cultural
dimension exerts the greatest influence on the economic dimension, with a coefficient of
influence of 86%. The cultural dimension is ranked second, with a coefficient of influence
of 79%, while the strategic dimension holds the third position with a coefficient of influence
of 78%.

Conclusion

Based on the findings of this study, the incorporation of culturalization, along with religious
tourism and the showcasing of ritual arts, has the potential to foster tourists' engagement and
education with the local community. It is worth noting that these interactions can take place
spontaneously and in any location. This very fact underscores the significance of cultural
institutions, including museums, as well as other cultural sites such as the tombs of scholars,
poets, and revered religious figures, in facilitating a dynamic exchange of creative tourism
and Ta'ziyeh.
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