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Urban development strategy represents a contemporary approach in urban
planning and management, offering a framework for achieving
sustainable urban development through poverty reduction, citizen
participation, and increased investment. Like many cities in Iran, Ardabil
faces numerous challenges, including inadequate governance,
deteriorating infrastructure, substandard housing, weak public utilities,
and insufficient social and health services. These issues underscore the
necessity of strategic planning to address urban development effectively.
This study aims to evaluate the indicators of urban development strategy
in Ardabil. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, the research
is grounded in field investigations. A sample size of 230 participants was
determined using Sample Power software. Data analysis was conducted
using one-sample T-tests and structural equation modeling (SEM) in
AMOS Graphics software The results of the one-sample T-test revealed
that the status of urban development strategy indicators—Ilivability, good
governance, bankability, and competitiveness—in Ardabil is suboptimal,
with mean scores of 2.21, 2.6, 2.62, and 2.15, respectively. Second-order
factor analysis indicated that among the dimensions of urban development
strategy, competitiveness, with a factor weight of 0.93, exerts the most
significant influence, while bankability, with a factor weight of 0.62, has
the least impact. Furthermore, the findings demonstrated that an
improvement in the good urban governance index leads to a 0.55 increase
in bankability, a 0.76 increase in livability, and a 0.86 increase in
competitiveness. These results highlight the interconnectedness of
governance quality with other dimensions of urban development,
emphasizing the need for integrated strategies to enhance Ardabil's urban
sustainability.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The rapid transformations occurring in cities across various dimensions have rendered urbanization
a fertile ground for numerous contradictions and social conflicts. In many respects, cities have
evolved into environments where poverty and wealth coexist and accumulate within societies. In
response to uncertain future conditions, managerial inefficiencies, and the declining quality of urban
life, a novel approach emerged in the planning literature in 1999, termed "Urban Development
Strategy" (CDS), as introduced by the Cities Alliance. The Cities Alliance posits that the Urban
Development Strategy is predicated on principles of governance and effective management, financial
viability, competitiveness, and livability. Its objective is to establish conditions that allow citizens to
experience a high quality of life and access essential urban services, thereby bridging the divide
between privileged and marginalized areas. The goals of this strategy encompass fostering an
integrated urban perspective, enhancing governance and management, increasing investment, and
systematically and continuously reducing urban poverty. A pivotal aspect of this approach is its
acknowledgment of cities as engines of economic development, which have a direct impact on
poverty alleviation, local economic growth, and improved governance. Ardabil, the capital of Ardabil
Province, confronts numerous challenges, including marginalization, unemployment, the prevalence
of dilapidated and unstable structures, inadequate housing, traffic congestion, noise pollution, and
weak infrastructure. The primary objective of this research is to evaluate the status of the indicators
and components of the Urban Development Strategy in Ardabil. The study aims to address the
following questions: What is the current status of Ardabil concerning the dimensions of the Urban
Development Strategy? Which dimensions among the indicators and components of the Urban
Development Strategy are most significant in Ardabil? What is the relationship between the
components and indicators of the Urban Development Strategy within the study area?

Material and Methods

This research is applied in its purpose, descriptive-analytical in its methodology, and survey-based
in terms of data collection. To determine the type and degree of relationship between the factors
influencing the Urban Development Strategy, structural equation modeling (SEM) was employed
using AMOS software. For both descriptive and inferential data analysis, a one-sample T-test was
conducted utilizing SPSS software. The statistical population of the study comprised residents of
Ardabil. Considering the research subject and hypotheses, Sample Power software was employed to
estimate the sample size, resulting in a study sample of 230 individuals.

Results and Discussion

The findings from the one-sample T-test indicate that Ardabil is in an unfavorable position regarding
the dimensions of the Urban Development Strategy. The results of the second-order factor analysis
revealed that among the dimensions of the Urban Development Strategy, competitiveness, with a
factor weight of 0.93, exerts the most significant impact, while bankability, with a factor weight of
0.62, exerts the least influence in Ardabil. Additionally, the research findings demonstrate that an
increase in the good urban governance index correlates with a 0.55 increase in bankability, a 0.76
increase in livability, and a 0.86 increase in competitiveness. Finally, it was determined that factors
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such as attracting investment to the city, satisfaction with the security of the banking system, the
adoption of new technologies in banking, the expertise and skills of city managers, and the
accountability of urban laws exert the greatest influence on the Urban Development Strategy process
in Ardabil.

Conclusion

This study has examined the indicators of the Urban Development Strategy in Ardabil. The results
indicate that the study area is in an unfavorable position concerning the discussed indicators. To
achieve comprehensive development in Ardabil, a systematic, long-term, and forward-looking
approach to urban planning must be prioritized. Furthermore, to effectively implement urban
projects, a fundamental revision of the traditional planning system (master plans) is necessary, with
an emphasis on detailed planning and long-term strategies for urban development. Another critical
issue is the need to address the incomplete implementation of plans by prioritizing the localization
of planning processes and developing a local planning framework based on socio-cultural
characteristics as a foundation for decision-making in Ardabil. Lastly, it is important to acknowledge
that Ardabil is a historical and cultural city with significant potential concerning climate, tourism,
scenic landscapes, agriculture, and music. If urban policymakers adopt a strategic and targeted
approach to planning, the economic and tourism prospects of Ardabil can be significantly enhanced,
thereby boosting its competitiveness on both national and international levels.
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