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Objective: “The genus Astragalus is one of the largest genera of flowering plants, with
Iran recognized as a major center of diversity. During recent floristic investigations in
northeastern Iran, an unidentified population of Astragalus was collected. The objective of
this study was to identify this taxon and evaluate its distributional and conservation status”
Method: Field collections were carried out in an arid area of North Khorasan Province,
northeastern Iran. Morphological identification was performed using regional floras and
taxonomic literature. Herbarium specimens were examined and compared with
authenticated material. The conservation status was assessed following IUCN criteria, and
the Area of Occupancy (AOO) and Extent of Occurrence (EOO) were calculated using
GeoCat.

Results: The examined specimens were identified as Astragalus suffalcatus Bunge, a
species previously reported only from Afghanistan and southwestern Pakistan. This finding
represents the first confirmed record of the species for Iran. Morphological characters of
the Iranian population are consistent with the original description of the species.
Conservation assessment indicates an Endangered (EN) status based on AOO and a
Vulnerable (VU) status based on EOO.

Conclusions: The discovery of 4. suffalcatus in northeastern Iran extends its known
geographical range and highlights the floristic importance of arid regions in North
Khorasan Province. Given its limited distribution and potential threats, conservation

attention is recommended for this species within Iran.
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Introduction

The genus Astragalus L. (Fabaceae) is one of the largest genera of flowering plants worldwide,
comprising approximately 3,000 species and exhibiting remarkable morphological diversity,
ecological adaptability, and broad distribution across the temperate regions of the Northern
Hemisphere. Owing to its extensive variation in vegetative and reproductive structures, Astragalus has
long been a focal group in taxonomic, floristic, and biogeographical studies. Iran represents one of the
principal centers of diversity and endemism for the genus, with more than 850 recorded species and a
notably high proportion of endemic taxa. This diversity reflects the country’s complex topography,
varied climatic regimes, and heterogeneous habitats.

Among the infrageneric classifications of Astragalus, sect. Dissitiflori DC. is one of the largest and
taxonomically challenging sections, currently comprising approximately 166 species. Members of this
section share morphological affinities with sect. Ornithopodium, often complicating species
delimitation. Species of sect. Dissitiflori are predominantly distributed in arid and semi-arid habitats
and frequently exhibit morphological adaptations to environmental stress, including bifurcate
medifixed hairs and specialized fruit morphology. The present study reports Astragalus suffalcatus
Bunge as a new record for the flora of Iran and provides detailed morphological documentation and
conservation assessment.

Materials and Methods

Specimens of Astragalus suffalcatus were collected from Khorram Deh, northwest of Bojnurd, North
Khorassan Province, Iran, at an elevation of 552 m above sea level. The studied material is deposited
in the Herbarium of Payam Noor University, Bojnurd Center. Morphological identification was
conducted through detailed examination of vegetative and reproductive characters and comparison
with relevant taxonomic literature and original species descriptions.

The conservation status of the species was evaluated according to the criteria of the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN, 2021). Area of Occupancy (AOO) and Extent of
Occurrence (EOO) were calculated using the GeoCat (Geospatial Conservation Assessment Tool)
software. Distribution mapping was prepared based on verified locality data (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Distribution of Astragalus suffalcatus Bunge.
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Results
Taxonomic Treatment

Astragalus suffalcatus Bunge (1868)
= Tragacantha suffalcata (Bunge) Kuntze (1891)
= A. kandaharensis Sirj. & Rech.f. (1958)

This study confirms the occurrence of A. suffalcatus in northeastern Iran, representing its first
documented record in the country. The species is characterized by plants 10-30 cm tall, with
symmetrically to slightly asymmetrically bifurcate, medifixed hairs appressed to the surface. Stems are
usually numerous, up to 25 cm long, flexuous to sub-zigzag, densely white-pubescent at the base and
more sparsely hairy above. Stipules are narrow, triangular, and partially adnate to the petiole.

Leaves are 3—6 cm long, with 2—4 pairs of narrowly ovate to elliptic leaflets, densely pubescent on
both surfaces. Inflorescences are racemose, initially dense and 8—10-flowered, later elongating up to 8
cm. Bracts are narrow and triangular. Pods are linear, 30-50 mm long, cylindrical, bilocular, with a
short stipe, slightly grooved dorsally, and covered with appressed white hairs; the fruit wall is firm and
straw-colored at maturity (Figure 2).
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Figure 2. Image of Astragalus suffalcatus Bunge

Conservation assessment indicates that the species qualifies as Endangered (EN) based on Area of
Occupancy (AOO) and Vulnerable (VU) based on Extent of Occurrence (EOO) across Iran,
Afghanistan, and Pakistan.
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Discussion

The morphological characteristics observed in the Iranian specimens are fully consistent with the
diagnostic features of Astragalus suffalcatus. The presence of bifurcate medifixed hairs, flexuous
stems, dense racemes at anthesis, and linear bilocular pods confirm its placement within sect.
Dissitiflori. These findings align with previously published sectional descriptions and demonstrate the
continued importance of detailed macro- and micromorphological traits in species delimitation within
this large and complex genus.

The taxonomic history of the species, including its synonymy and previous transfer to the genus
Tragacantha, highlights the longstanding systematic complexity within Astragalus. High
morphological variability and overlapping character states among related sections necessitate careful
revisionary work. The discovery of this species in northeastern Iran further emphasizes the floristic
significance of semi-arid regions of the country, which continue to yield noteworthy taxonomic
records.

Ecologically, the occurrence of A. suffalcatus in arid habitats corresponds with the general distribution
pattern of sect. Dissitiflori, whose members are typically adapted to sandy, gypsum-rich, or saline
substrates. The patchy distribution and apparently low population density observed in Iran may reflect
habitat specialization and ecological constraints.

Conclusion

This study documents Astragalus suffalcatus as a new record for the flora of Iran and provides a
detailed morphological description based on herbarium material. The species clearly belongs to sect.
Dissitiflori, and its discovery expands the known geographical range of the taxon. Conservation
assessment indicates that the species faces potential risk, particularly at the national level, due to
limited area of occupancy and habitat specificity. Continued field surveys, taxonomic revision, and
habitat protection measures are essential to improve understanding of its distribution, intraspecific
variation, and long-term conservation status.
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Figure 1. Image of Astragalus suffalcatus Bunge
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Figure 2. Distribution of Astragalus suffalcatus Bunge.

b 4l
Astragalus suffalcatus Bunge, Mém. Acad. Imp. Sci. Saint Pétersbourg 11(16): 125. 1868 in clave
[et Lc. 15 (1): 219. 1869]

= Tragacantha suffalcata (Bunge) Kuntze, Revis. Gen. 2: 948. 1891.
= A. kandaharensis Sirj. & Rech.f., Biol. Skr. 9(3): 161. 1958.

0 oLl digod
Iran. North Khorassan Province: NW Bojnurd, Khorram Deh., 552 m, 2021.5.12, N: 37°43°22", E:
56°4723.3", Naddaf & Malkeshi 1369 (Payam Noor Herbarium of Bojnord Center!).
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Figure 3. Conservation status map of Astragalus suffalcatus Bunge
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