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Abstract

Death anxiety is a common experience among individuals with advanced
cancer who have a limited life expectancy. The Death and Dying Distress
Scale (DADDS) is a validated measure designed to assess this experience;
however, there is no Persian version available, yet. We conducted a cross-
sectional study to explore the psychometric properties of a Persian version of
DADDS (DADDS) in patients with advanced cancer. For this reason, 200
patients with advanced cancer were recruited from Imam Khomeini, Shohada
Tajrish, and Bagiyatallah hospitals. Measures administered included:
DADDS, Patient Health Questionnaire (PHQ-9), and General Anxiety
Disorder-7(GAD-7). McDonald's Omega, Cronbach's alpha and Confirmatory
Factor Analysis were used to test the reliability and validity of DADDS. The
Persian version of DADDS demonstrates good reliability, with internal
consistency ranging from 0.67 to 0.91 and test-retest reliability between 0.73
and 0.89. It also shows appropriate convergent validity, as evidenced by
correlations with PHQ-9 and GAD-7 in the range of 0.47 to 0.51. According
to construct validity, structural equation modeling (SEM) indicated that the
two-factor model is the best fit for DADDS in Persian. To conclude, DADDS
is a valid measure of death anxiety in Iranian patients with advanced cancer. It
may provide useful information in assessing and treating distress in patients
nearing the end of life.
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