[ Downloaded from c4i2016.khu.ac.ir on 2026-06-10 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.23222131.1404.14.54.7.1]

[ DOI: 10.66224/serd.14.54.1 ]

Space Economy and Rural Development

Online ISSN: 2588-476x
Homepage: https://khu.ac.ir

The village as the base of the Asian mode of production
Masoumeh Rafiei 12/ | Vahid Riahi 2212 | Sohrab Yazdani "= | Farshid Mehri *

1. Department of Geography and Rural Planning, Faculty of Geographical Sciences, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran. E-
mail: raha_rafie@yahoo.com

2. Corresponding Author, Department of Geography and Rural Planning, Faculty of Geographical Sciences, Kharazmi
University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: riahi@khu.ac.ir

3. Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail:
yazdani@yahoo.com

4. Department of History, Islamic Azad University, Science and Research Branch, Tehran, Iran. E-mail:
farshidmehri4d8@gmail.com

Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: Objective: With the formation of the discourse of the Asian mode of production
Research Article formulated by Marx and Engels in the late 19th century, and based on geographical,

social, and political components, the village was recognized as the main base and the top
of the theory of the Asian mode of production. Following the placement in the process,

Article history: in which the village is the validity and fundamental characteristic of the theory, relations
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Published online 19 February Methods: The statistical population of this study is the documentation of various
2026 sciences, especially historical studies, economic sciences, social sciences, and sometimes

geographical sciences, related to the theory of the Asian mode of production. For this
purpose, related studies, especially in African regions and the countries of China, Korea,

Keywords: Iran, and Russia, which the study of the discourse of the Asian mode of production
Production Basics, focuses on, have been reviewed. The research method in this study is interpretive, with a
Village, review of examples and evidence adopted from the texts.

Asian Village, Results: By putting together about 80 exemplary witnesses, seven core and focal
Asian Production Method. categories were obtained from which the village can be interpreted as the main context

for the formation of the Asian production theory. An authoritarian society, influenced by
centralized power, dominated by a subsistence economy, self-sufficiency, one-way
management, and a closed social order, is also characteristic of rural societies in their
Eastern (Asian) context.

Conclusions: In societies where the discourse of Asian production has been discussed,
the village is first the main context for the formation of the theory of Asian production;
then, in interpretations of the Asian production method, the village is known as an
authoritarian society, influenced by centralized power, dominated by a subsistence
economy, self-sufficient, with one-sided management, and with a closed social order.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The theory of the Asian mode of production was founded in 1853 by Marx and Engels. In the
meantime, the indicators that led to the formation of the theory, which led to its preservation,
were considered as basic structures, such as harsh geography, land ownership and water
facilities, surplus usurpation by the government, property Community, lack of private property
and capital accumulation, water civilization, and successive droughts (Marx, 1984: 472). These
geographical and objective foundations led the discourse on Asian production to show that, for
the reasons mentioned, Eastern societies have not been able to undergo similar periods in
Western history (slavery, feudalism, capitalism) (Cornin, 1963: 153). Based on this, the
question arises of whether the Asian mode of production can be treated as an independent
production system throughout history. Or is this discourse a unique formulation of the
statements of history that was born based on the specific geographical features and the form of
the organization of geographical space in the structure of a chain of Asian villages? With these
points, and based on the interpretation of texts related to different countries such as China, Iran,
Japan, Russia, India, Africa, and Korea on the Asian production method, the present study seeks
to answer the question of the place of the village in the theory of the Asian production method.
And what are the features?

Methods

In this research, the paradigm of scientific interpretive cognition is a qualitative research
method based on the logic of interrogation and its approach is interpretive. According to the
research problem and its purpose (historical analysis), text analysis is used. Interpretation here
refers to different semantic horizons, which are in fact a dialogue between the interpreter and
the text. Also, the library method was used to collect information, and, in the framework of the
interpretive approach, the qualitative content analysis method was used. In this study, sources
that were specifically related to the issue of Asian production and the role of villages in this
theory were examined, and studies in the statistical population of China, Japan, Korea, Africa,
Russia, India, and Iran were examined. The reasons for examining the mentioned countries in
this study include the following. According to most of the texts related to the Asian mode of
production, the village is considered as the source and axis of the Asian production discourse,
during which other topics presented in the context of superstructure construction led to their
own interactions and formed the structure of the Asian mode of production (see, Jae-hyeon
Choe, 1987- Robert W July, 1975- Hobsbawm, 1964-Guna, 1984). Hence, in the first place, the
village; The foundation and unit of the theory, is known in this study.

Results

The results show that the main structure of the theory of the Asian production method is based
on villages; In these villages, characteristics such as a tyrannical society, a geographical unit
affected by centralized power, a subsistence economy, self-sufficiency, one-sided management,
and a closed social order in the Asian mode of production are seen. However, there are
ambiguities in some features. Critics, for example, argue that Marx’s analysis of self-sufficient
villages is skeptical because he basically did not know about Eastern societies and their history,
and his views could not be generalized. Or in another example, Erfan Habib, in studies, refers
to local trade and the relationship between peasants and markets in India, which was very
important and contradicts the lack of rural dynamics that Marx has expressed. In Akbarshah,
India, local trade was a trade between the city and the surrounding villages and the village of
India, contrary to what Marx and the proponents of his theory wrote, as a coexistence of a group
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of people and relations that prevented the sedentary isolation. Also, according to critics of the
Asian mode of production in Iran, it is difficult to find a situation that confirms the basic rulings
of Marx and Engels in the Asian mode of production. Because, for example, in the third to fifth
centuries, which is considered the period of economic-cultural prosperity or the golden age of
Iran, historians mention the metropolises of Neishabour, Isfahan, Rey, and Shiraz, where craft
and commercial products were very popular.

Conclusion

According to the results of this study, the cohesion of agriculture and handicrafts in the form of
micro and closed economy is in fact one of the indicators of fragility of the economy as the
basis of human relations, one of which is the limitation of private property and the power of
shared production methods, but in this case There have also been criticisms that the essence of
communal systems did not hinder the progress and spread of the traditional economy, not as
Marx acknowledged, but by communal systems such as Baneh in Iran, or the existence of
panchayats in India, which was a white-bearded institution in rural areas that was more public.
In some sources, such as Maurice Goodlie’s explanation, it is said that the process of Eastern
tyranny was the simplest form to be criticized by sociologists and historians under its cover by
sociologists and historians, and not a historical fact that occurred specifically in the East (cf.
Khosravi, 1397).
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