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Objective: The effects of tourism, especially in rural areas, vary by spatial location. In
fact, if tourism activities are to be accepted as an approach for sustainable economic
development in rural areas, it is necessary to examine the distribution of their benefits and
make the necessary plans for their equitable distribution. The present study, while
addressing this issue, examines the economic effects of gastronomic tourism "Kebab
Bonab" as a geographical phenomenon in rural areas of Bonab County.

Methods: The present study is of an applied type and quantitative in nature that uses the
survey method. The problem, background, and theoretical framework were examined
through field observations and a library study. Data related to the economic effects of
gastronomic tourism were collected by determining indicators and completing a
questionnaire by 242 villagers, and analyzed using one-sample t-test, cluster analysis,
spatial autocorrelation, and weighted geographic regression.

Results: The tourist attraction of “"Bonab Kebab™ has led to the development of
employment, marketing, and sales of local products of the villagers, as well as increasing
the income of residents. On the other hand, the spatial and human proximity factor has
been among the main factors in attracting the economic benefits of tourism in the rural
settlements of the study area. In these settlements, the necessary human resources, having
jobs in restaurants and Bonab Kebab dishes and related jobs in the city of Bonab or in the
nearest rural settlement, have played a major role in attracting economic benefits.
Conclusions: Fair and appropriate distribution of benefits from the tourism industry can
improve the quality of life of residents, strengthen community participation, and even
make this type of industry sustainable. In order to achieve such a function, it is important
to understand the spatial distribution of its benefits and plan for it in rural settlements.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Food tourism is considered a subset of cultural and artistic tourism. The types of food and
beverages that are offered to tourists are known as an important potential source in sustainable
economic, cultural, and environmental development in tourism destinations. In other words,
food can become an important factor for differentiating destinations. Meanwhile, Bonab City
has more than 200 grills and more than 50 barbecue grills participated in the 6th Bonab National
Grill Festival, which was held in this city in 2023. On this basis, food tourism is a desirable
capacity for economic development and tourism, especially in the rural areas of this city. This
research while paying attention to this issue; The economic effects of gastronomy tourism
defined "Kebab Bonab™ as a geographical phenomenon and studied it in the geographical spaces
of Bonab County.

Methods

In terms of the fundamental goal and in terms of the way of conducting the research, the
research is in the category of survey research, and in terms of the nature of the data, it is of the
type of quantitative research. On the other hand, since in the research, the manner and extent of
the effects of the variables and their correlation with each other are studied, the research is also
considered a type of correlational research. However, in the research, to collect and study the
theoretical literature, the background of the research, as well as the research parameters, the
study of documents related to the topic in question was used. In the research, according to the
subject, economic indicators were obtained in 9 dimensions by examining the dimensions and
related research. Investigating the economic effects of gastronomy tourism was done by
designing a questionnaire for 242 participants in rural areas, collecting it, and using a one-
sample t-test, cluster analysis, spatial autocorrelation, and geographic weighted regression.

Results

Tourism is one of the human activities in life that provides new experiences for those who
encounter it. In addition, tourism leads to impacts and impacts on host communities. The
tourism attraction in the studied rural area has led to the development of employment,
marketing, and sales of local products of the villagers, as well as increasing the income of the
residents. High/low clustering analysis measures the density and clustering of high or low
values of a variable in a geographical area. Therefore, in this research, this spatial statistic is
used to study the spatial pattern of the economic benefits of gastronomy tourism. The results of
this section show that the factor of geographical and human proximity has been studied as one
of the main factors in attracting the economic benefits of tourism in the settlements of rural
areas. In these settlements, the necessary manpower has played a major role in attracting the
economic benefits of this type of tourism by having businesses, restaurants, and Bonab kebabs
in the city or in the nearest rural settlement. But in order to study how factors and geographical
conditions cause the weight of the benefits of gastronomy tourism to the studied rural
settlements, geographic weighted regression was used. In this model, spatial indicators and
variables were selected after field study and observation, and after de-scaling, they were
determined as independent variables, and the variable of economic benefits of gastronomy
tourism was determined as a dependent variable. Based on the results, the human factor has the
most determining value in the distribution of the economic benefits of gastronomy tourism
among the studied rural settlements. In this factor, two variables are the population and the
number of economic workers.

Conclusion
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Today, tourism and its activities have been an integral part of countries' economies due to the
economic benefits they have for regions. In this context, one of the significant sectors in tourism
is food tourism. This type of tourism is also known as cultural tourism; An important option for
economic development in rural areas is through the diversification of income sources of
villagers. But the significant issue is the distribution of economic benefits of this tourist
attraction. The pattern of enjoying the economic benefits of gastronomy tourism in rural areas
is clustered. In this model, rural settlements do not have the same conditions in space to attract
economic benefits, and the geographical proximity and human factors have played an important
role in enjoying these benefits. The settlements located in the western half and on the
communication route of tourists from the provinces of West Azarbaijan to the city of Bonab
have gained more benefits. In these settlements, there is sufficient and necessary employment
force to create jobs related to "Kebab Bonab™ in the city (Banab city) or in the desired village
(due to the location of the village for the presence of tourists and the larger population of the
village). This issue has caused the transfer of a greater part of the profit and economic benefits
from the center and the main focus of publication (Banab city) to these areas. However, the
gastronomic tourism of "Kebab Bonab" is like other tourist attractions that attract the tourist
population throughout the year; As a food festival, it welcomes tourists for 3 days every year.
In this context, improving the position of Bonab city to attract tourism can play a major role in
attracting the tourist population throughout the year. This research guides the planners to
understand the spatial behavior patterns of tourist attractions and to plan for investment and
development of related economic activities in low-income settlements.
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