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0.49) were the strongest predictors of migration, while recreational—tourism factors (f =
0.23) had the least impact.

Conclusions: The main drivers of migration to Abhar include economic opportunities,
healthcare services, natural resources, infrastructure, education, and socio-cultural
amenities. Migration flows are predominantly from within Abhar County, adjacent areas
of Zanjan Province, and nearby counties, indicating a high concentration of development
in Abhar. Given the ongoing centralization of resources and opportunities, migration is
expected to continue rising, further exacerbating regional disparities. The study
recommends reducing these disparities by distributing employment opportunities,
services, and resources more evenly between Abhar and surrounding rural areas.
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Introduction

Since the Industrial Revolution, rural-to-urban migration has increased dramatically, primarily
driven by the promise of economic opportunities. This trend has continuously shaped the social,
economic, and physical structures of cities, especially in developing countries. Contributing
factors include economic inequalities, population growth, and inadequate rural infrastructure.
Urban areas, by offering better employment prospects and improved healthcare and educational
services, act as an escape route from rural poverty, thereby attracting migrants.In Zanjan
Province, the city of Abhar has witnessed remarkable population growth due to industrial
development. Nevertheless, migration to smaller cities such as Abhar has not been
comprehensively examined. Existing studies suggest that Abhar has considerable potential to
become a regional hub for industry and services. Accordingly, this research seeks to analyze
the factors attracting migrants—most of whom originate from rural areas—to Abhar, focusing
on economic opportunities, improved living standards, and access to employment. Furthermore,
it explores the social, economic, and cultural impacts of migration on the city, including its
infrastructure and local communities. The central research question is: Why are migrants drawn
to Abhar, and what implications does this process have for the city’s long-term development
and sustainability?

Methods

This study is descriptive—analytical in nature and applied in purpose. It utilizes both quantitative
and qualitative data. The statistical population comprises 34,887 households residing in Abhar.
Based on Cochran’s formula, the sample size was determined to be 380 households. Data were
collected through both documentary—library methods and fieldwork, including interviews and
guestionnaires. A systematic random sampling technique was applied. For data analysis, SPSS
software and multiple regression techniques were employed. Spatial analysis and mapping were
conducted using GIS. The temporal framework spans the years 1956 to 2021, providing a
historical overview of migration trends.

Results

Between 1956 and 2021, a total of 49,322 individuals migrated to Abhar, with migration rates
showing a significant upward trend over this period. Of these, 57.63% migrated from rural
origins and 42.37% from urban origins. A substantial portion of migrants (47.63%) originated
from Abhar County itself, underscoring the city’s strong internal pull and the marked
developmental gap between the urban center and surrounding rural areas. Additionally, 26.56%
of migrants came from other counties within Zanjan Province, reflecting the predominance of
intra-provincial migration over inter-provincial flows. Migration from neighboring provinces
such as Qazvin, Hamedan, and Gilan accounted for 17.89%, a figure higher than that of other
provinces, suggesting Abhar’s economic, social, and cultural attractiveness as well as its
functional linkages with adjacent regions. The main drivers of migration were better access to
public services and greater employment opportunities, rather than housing costs or income—
expenditure disparities. Regression analysis confirmed that economic factors exerted the
strongest influence (B = 0.49), whereas recreational-tourism factors had the weakest impact (8
=0.23).

Conclusion

In developing countries such as Iran, migration is often triggered by developmental inequalities,
particularly in resource distribution. This phenomenon brings about substantial transformations
in social, economic, and cultural structures, particularly in rural and peripheral areas. Abhar, by
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concentrating resources and services, has emerged as a migration hub attracting populations
from its surroundings. The most significant drivers include economic opportunities, healthcare,
natural resources, infrastructure, education, and socio-cultural as well as recreational factors.
Migration to Abhar predominantly originates from within Abhar County, neighboring counties
in Zanjan Province, and adjacent provinces. This reflects the city’s centralization of
development. Given the continuation of current trends, migration is expected to increase,
further aggravating inequalities.
To mitigate these adverse effects, the following policy recommendations are proposed:

« Establish balanced distribution of employment opportunities between Abhar and other

regions of the province, particularly rural areas;
« Ensure equitable allocation of resources across the province to reduce disparities;
« Limit the excessive concentration of investment in Abhar to prevent the polarization of
services and jobs;

« Strengthen rural infrastructure and essential services to improve quality of life;

o Provide long-term, low-interest loans to support rural investment;

« Encourage private-sector investment in underdeveloped regions;

« Expand educational, healthcare, and medical facilities in rural areas;

o Improve communication and transportation networks in rural areas.
These measures aim to enhance social and economic conditions, reduce excessive migration
flows, and promote sustainable regional development.

Keywords: Abhar, Push—Pull Factors, Economic Factors of Migration, Internal Migration,
Rural-to-Urban Migration.
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